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1. DURING MEETING AT SCST MAY 4, AYKAZYAN, READING FROM 
NOTES IN RUSSIAN, PROVIDED SCICOUNS FOLLOWING ORAL MESSAGE 
ON LOS-MSR: 

"THE POSITION OP THE SOVIET DELEGATION TO THE LOS CONFER- 
ENCE WITH REGARD TO MARINE RESEARCH IS DEPINED IN THE CON- 
TEXT OF OTHER ISSUES BEING DISCUSSED AT THE CONFERENCE. 

THE SOVIET DELEGATION CONSIDERS THE SUMMARY DRAPT (SVODNIY 
PROYEKT) ON MARINE SCIENTIPIC RESEARCH TO BE AN ACCEPTABLE 
COMPROMISE. WE ALSO CONSIDER NOT APPROPRIATE (NYE 
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UM'YESTNIY) THE POSITION OP THE U.S. SIDE TO CONNECT THE 
POSITION OP THE SOVIET DELEGATION ON MARINE SCIENTIPIC RE- 
SEARCH WITH THE RENEWAL OF THE WORLD OCEANS AGREEMENT, IN 
WHICH BOTH SIDES ARE EQUALLY INTERESTED." 

2. AYKAZYAN SAID THE ABOVE TEXT WAS APPROVED BY KIRILLIN, 

ALTER CONSULTATION WITH MFA AND OTHER CONCERNED MINISTRIES, 
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AND WILL SERVE AS KIR IT .UN'S RESPONSE TO DR. PRESS' LETTER. 

HE ADDED HE WAS NOT IN A POSITION TO DISCUSS THE DETAILS 
OF THE "SUMMARY DRAET" THAT THE SOVIETS CONSIDER ACCEPT- 
ABLE, OR WHETHER THE SOVIET DELEGATION HAS OR WOULD CHANGE 
ITS POSITION AT THE LOS CONFERENCE. 

3. WHEN ASKED WHAT WAS "NOT APPROPRIATE" IN DR. PRESS' 

LETTER, AYKAZYAN STATED THE SOVIETS CONSIDER BILATERAL 
MATTERS, SUCH AS THE OCEANS AGREEMENT, MUST BE DEALT WITH 
ENTIRELY SEPARATELY EROM MULTILATERAL CONCERNS SUCH AS 
LOS; THE ISSUES SHOULD NEVER BE MIXED. SCICOUNS RESPONDED 
THAT, WHILE HE DID NOT WISH TO PREJUDGE DR. PRESS' RE- 
ACTION, THE U.S. DOES NOT TAKE SO NARROW A VIEW OF COOPERA- 
TION; ONE OF THE BENEFITS WE EXPECT FROM THE BILATERALS IS 
THE FURTHERANCE OF SOVIET-U.S. COOPERATION AND UNDERSTAND- 
ING IN RELATED MULTILATERAL FORA. SOVIET-U.S. COOPERATION 

IN WHO, FOR EXAMPLE, STRENGTHENS THE HEALTH BILATERAL, 

WHILE LACK OF SUCH COOPERATION ON LOS-MSR WEAKENS THE 
OCEANS AGREEMENT. AYKAZYAN, SMILING WANLY, STATED THE 
SOVIET RESPONSE MUST REMAIN UNCHANGED. 

4. COMMENT; THE EMBASSY STRONGLY RECOMMENDS THAT THE U.S. 
DECISION TO RENEW THE OCEANS BILATERAL BE REVIEWED AGAIN IN 
THE LIGHT OF THIS SOVIET RESPONSE ON LOS-MSR. THE STRANGE 
MANNER THE SOVIETS CHOSE TO RESPOND TO THE PRESS LETTER, 

AND AYKAZYAN'S EMPHASIS ON "CONSULTATIONS WITH MPA" WHEN 
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PROVIDING REPLY, LEAD TO THE SUPPOSITION THAT THE RESPONSE 
WAS DICTATED BY THE MFA, POSSIBLY OVER THE OBJECTION OF THE 
SCST AND THE SOVIET OCEANOGRAPHIC COMMUNITY. FURTHERMORE, 
THE RESPONSE APPEARS TO BE AMBIGUOUS AS TO PRECISELY WHAT 
"SUMMARY TEXT" IS AN "ACCEPTABLE COMPROMISE" IN SOVIET 
EYES. IT MAY BE A BLUFF, AND AT THE VERY LEAST THE U.S. 

SHOULD NOT LET THE SOVIETS OFF THE HOOK BY ANNOUNCING OUR 
INTENTION TO RENEW THE OCEANS BILATERAL UNTIL THE CURRENT 
LOS CONPERENCE HAS RUN ITS COURSE-EVEN IF THIS SHOULD BE 
OUR DECISION AS REPORTED REPTEL. IF THE SOVIETS PERSIST 
IN THEIR UNHELPFUL MSR STANCE, WE BELIEVE THE BETTER 
COURSE WOULD BE TERMINATION OF THE OCEANS AGREEMENT JUNE 19. 
ITS BENEFITS TO THE U.S. HAVE BEEN MARGINAL, AND THE FEW 
WORTHWHILE ACTIVITIES NOW UNDERWAY COULD CONTINUE UNDER 
ANOTHER AEGIS. RENEWAL OF THE AGREEMENT UNDER PRESENT CIR- 
CUMSTANCES WOULD BE READ BY THE SOVIETS AS OUR 
ACQUIESCENCE TO THE VIEW THAT THE CONDUCT OF THE SPECIALIZED 
BILATERAL AGREEMENTS HAS NO CONNECTION WHATEVER WITH SOVIET 
BEHAVIOR IN OTHER CONTEXTS. IT WOULD ALSO UNDERMINE IN 
THEIR EYES THE SERIOUSNESS OF OUR INTENTIONS TO OBTAIN 
BALANCE OF BENEFITS IN ALL AREAS OF SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION. 

END COMMENT. TOON 
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